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Regional Assemblies: representing the regions

. . . 4. THE ASSEMBLIES PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL VALUE
Extending local influence Did you know that...? FOR MONEY. Core activities are carried out at a fraction of the

cost of other regional bodies.

Regional Assemblies are partnership bodies which bring 1. THE ASSEMBLIES ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE

together representatives from local government, business, REGIONS THEY SERVE. The exact number and profile of Total Budgets of Government Offices, Regional
environment and social sectors. Together they work to Assembly Members varies from region to region. In general up Development Agencies and Regional Assemblies
promote the economic, environmental and social well-being of to 70% of Members are elected local authority councillors and —

the English regions. at least 30% are drawn from sectors such as business, arts and

culture, faith, education, the environment, and the community

and voluntary sector.
Shaping future development of the regions
2. REGIONAL ASSEMBLIES HAVE SEVERAL

Regional Assemblies are essential regional bodies: STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITIES. As the Regional Planning
Body they prepare a Regional Spatial Strategy which includes
e providing the statutory framework for planning, housing, strategies on transport, waste and sustainable development. b1 . .
transport and sustainability; They also have responsibility for the Regional Housing Board. £158 millon (BCLE grant, 2005-06)
In addition’ the Assemb“es are the designated body 8 Regiona| £ .10 million from local authority subscriptions, partner contributions, EU funds
« working with partners to improve the economy, the Devglopment Aggncy must consult in the preparation of its _
environment and people’s quality of life; Regional Economic Strategy. E.Z‘U‘;eéf ggrir;gir?su\s:ri?tfeﬁoammrls %rl&gr; ggf)vg:e?{ezgr;gn'\z:lla/{szsggnegliEsDéS_
Individual business plans and accounts
e making sure that Regional Development Agencies are 3. ARRANGEMENTS IN LONDON ARE DIFFERENT to
accountable to the region; and those of the eight partnership regional Assemblies. London has
the Greater London Authority (GLA) which is a unigue form of 5. THE ENGLISH REGIONS NETWORK (ERN) IS THE
e creating space for debate and a strong voice for the region strategic citywide government. It is made up of a directly UMBRELLA BODY that represents the collective views of the
nationally and internationally. elected Mayor and a separately elected Assembly. nine Assemblies to Government and other key national and

European institutions. The ERN facilitates inter-regional

”COU nCi |S a nd Comm u n ities networking amongst Assemblies as well as encouraging new
In Partnership”

Delivering real change for the regions thinking and research on regional issues.

Regional Assemblies play a vital role in

developing a clear vision for the regions’ futures: North East

Yorkshire & Humber
North West

* managing the difficult balance between economic,
social and environmental issues;

East Midlands =
; ; - . i : West Midlands
e integrating and aligning regional policy to achieve East of England W
region-wide cohesion; South West W
4 South East England H
e leading the region by making challenging decisions on net London H
//ABg0 |

planning, housing and transport.




